Listening and conversation Practice, NorthStar L/S, Ch. 10                 

Mary Ward

Teen Texting Soars; Will Social Skills Suffer?

by JENNIFER LUDDEN  (NPR)
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=126117811
Before You Listen:  Take a quick survey in your class. Ask 4 people.

· How many text messages do you send per day?



__a) 5-15    __b)  20-30    _c)  40-50    __d) 60+

· Guess what you think is the average number of texts per day sent by these age groups:


__ a) 13-16      __b) 17-20    __c) 20-30     __d) 30-40 __e) 40-50

Vocabulary for comprehension:  Read and understand these definitions before listening.

1.  according to = based on certain information

2.  whereabouts = one’s location

3.  to lounge = to relax by laying back, but not completely down

4. outright =   completely

5. the average teen =  the usual teenager, most teenagers

6. to embrace = to use something enthusiastically

7. to wheedle = to use soft words or flattery to get what you want

8. to charm = to use a special quality to get what you want

9. email is passé = email is not used as much as it was in the past

10. let their fingers do the talking (thumbs) = text instead of talk 

11. weave into one’s day = integrate into your daily routine

12. breathe, breathing = the action of air moving into and out of your body

13. have an impact = influence enough to change

Listen for Main Ideas: Listen to the story. Choose one main idea. 
The main idea of this story is:

__1. The financial and social costs of sending many text messages

__2. Teenagers and the impact cell phones have on their health

__3. Punishment given to teens who use cell phones too much

__4. Teens and in which situations they send text messages
Active Vocabulary: (sth = something) Find synonyms in the table for the boldfaced words and expressions. Write them to the left of the sentences. 

	 soared
	 shot  up
	to take away
	to backfire
	giving up
	tapping away on 

	ban
	a survey
	sizeable
	a rise
	awkward
	a confrontation


________________1.  Social media use, like Facebook and Twitter, have seen an increase in membership this past year.

________________2. In fact, the number of members in the 30-40 year old range has stayed at a high level this year.

_________________3.  When Facebook first came out, membership among teens was quite large.
_________________4.  Now, it has jumped up to beyond a million users.

_________________5.  If you ask the average teen about canceling their accounts, most will tell you that will never happen.

_________________6.  Many people, especially those 50 years old and above, feel strange using such social media.   It just is not a familiar way of socializing for them.

_________________7.   If you have a fight about the amount of time spent online socializing for every family member, you will see younger people wanting to use social media more. 

_________________8.  That means teens spend an average of 30 hours a week typing on the keyboard.

_________________9.  When schools ask students to complete a questionnaire about texting, the results are surprising. Responses to the questions show teens texting throughout the day.

_________________10.  Many parents and school boards would like to prohibit cell phones in classrooms. In fact, some schools make students put phones into a box as they walk into a lesson.

_________________11.  Taking cell phones away and using that as a punishment can often have the opposite effect. Teens just go back to texting as much, or even more, later. 

__________________12. Parents and teachers can try to confiscate cell phones, but that will not stop teens from using their friends’ cell phones.

Listen for Details:  Listen to the story again. Choose the best item to complete the statements.

1.  The number of text messages an average American adolescent sends a day is 


__100                                            __50

2.  High school students admit they use text messages to talk about


___only silly things             __everything

3.  Sometimes they use text messages to 


__talk about people right there     __exchange homework answers

4.  Daniel Epstein tried to limit texting but he says sometimes it might be


___urgent

         __too much

5.  Strategies, like banning cell phones completely at school seem to 


__reduce the number of texts    __have little impact on the number of texts

6. Nini Halkett, a teacher, notes students are now more 


__shy and awkward                __outgoing and confident

7. Nini Halkett is also worried about teens


__working at their current jobs      __avoiding face-to-face communication

8. At one high school, the students

  __agreed with Nini Halkett’s opinions    ___disagreed with Nini Halkett’s opinions

9.  Some students even admitted using text messages to


__request meetings with parents     __avoid confrontation with parents

10.  About when to send or not send text messages, one of the researchers evaluated teens as 


__strategic 


__not strategic

Listen for Inference:
1.  What does Halkett mean when she says “They can get up the courage to ask you for an extension on the computer, but they won’t come and speak to you face-to-face about it.”?               __find                __wake up

2.  Paraphrase this sentence:  “When I want the yes, I’ll go to the phone because my parents can hear my voice and I can wheedle and charm them, and that’s how I’m going to get what I want.”

Questions for Discussion  Discuss these questions. Try to incorporate the vocabulary items from the exercises above. 
1. Answer the question from the title. In your opinion, will social skills suffer from so much use of texting? Are text messages replacing face-to-face conversations? How?

2. What kinds of conversations do you see that are being replaced by texting?

3. Is there a similar situation in your country? Explain and give an example.

4. How can middle and high schools effectively deal with this problem? Identify three ways.

Conversation Task: Create a Public Service Announcement 


In small groups, create a public service announcement to discourage teens from texting too much.  Include the following points. Make sure your announcement lasts from 3-5 minutes.  Use an extra piece of paper if you need more space for notes.

· Ask a question about teen texting behavior.

· Describe how much teens text.

· Explain 3 negative effects of excessive texting.

· Present one strategy that can help.

· Tell people where they can get more information.

	
	Point
	Explanation

	1
	Ask a question about teen texting behavior
	

	2
	Describe how much teens text


	

	3
	Explain 3 negative effects of excessive texting


	

	4
	Present one strategy that can help


	

	5
	Tell people where they can get more information
	


( Remember to :  practice your presentation before coming to class, pretend like it’s on a podcast or radio program and, to use the correct intonation.

Homework:
Write a blog entry to American teens.   Encourage them to not use text messages to avoid uncomfortable situations. List and explain two reasons why. Write 200-300 words. 


Dear American Teenager, 

